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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 192 


[Abstract:] Writes that he has a silver dollar of date 1797... 


Hunter, N.Y. 
December 25, 1895 


US. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


I write you to say that I have an old, and I am quite sure, a rare coin. It is a silver dollar, 
date 1797 in very fine preservation. On same side with date is the word “Liberty” and 16 stars, 
the figure of head I think is that of a female facing, or looking toward the right hand. The 
opposite side have “United States of America’, an eagle with outspread wings. The bird 
apparently standing upon clouds, and encircled by a wreath which is clasped by a knotted ribbon. 
On the edge of piece is the sentence, or phrase, “One Dollar or unit hundred cents” besides some 
stars and characters that I cannot very well describe, all neatly and plainly stamped into piece. I 
think I have had this coin some 19 or 20 years, and had intended to keep it until its age was a full 
century. If it would bring me a nice price or such | think I would part with it. I was once offered 
$6.00 for it and soon afterwards $10.00 — have also been offered a fine suit of clothes for it. I do 
not know its value as an old coin, and I will be glad to find out so I could realize as much as 
possible on it, as 1 am some what in need of funds just now. Wife and I have each a silver half 
dollar, date of 1834? I think I have heard that these 4 $ brought $10. (Wife sent to Long Island 
to visit a sister yesterday morning so I cannot say more now about these two % dollars, only I 
was very certain of date though I may have written the wrong one.) I remember one mark that is 
not, I think, very often found upon silver pieces of our money; viz. a representation of rays about 
the heard of the eagle. 


I inclose a stamped and addressed envelope for a reply and hope I have not presumed too 
much in troubling you with these questions. I know there are advertisers who make offers for 
coins but I do not know of any one who I think to be reliable and trustworthy. You may be able 
to direct me to some reliable person or firm. If so I will feel obliged for the favor. 


I remain yours etc. 
Wm. H. DuBois 


